
September is Deaf Awareness Month
And the Last Week in September is Deaf Awareness Week
September has been designated as the Deaf Awareness month here in the
United States of America, with the last full week in September (Sunday through
Saturday) as ‘Deaf Awareness Week’ by various organizations and agencies.
Deaf Awareness month as well as the week is often used to remove the
negative stigma associated with Deaf people and their unique language.
The week is also known as the International Week of the Deaf (or International
Week of Deaf People). The purpose of these designations is to bring attention
to Deaf people, their language and culture, their accomplishments and
contributions to the society and their issues.

Deaf Awareness Month/Week is an excellent opportunity to push for a public
campaign to enlighten the public about Deaf people and their community,
promote Deaf culture, our Deafhood, our heritage AND the use of American
Sign Language. There will be programs across the nation, including library
displays, open houses at residential schools and exhibit booths at shopping
malls. Many deaf organizations hold activities to celebrate and conduct public
information campaigns to educate people about deafness.

Companies and agencies often mark the event, and schools, colleges, and
universities hold awareness events. Amusement parks, such as Dollywood in
Tennessee, may hold special Deaf Awareness Days. Carowinds has featured
Deaf Awareness Day for 20 years but was observed in the spring rather than in
September. Mrs. Doris R. Hill, who coordinated the annual Deaf Awareness Day
at Carowinds, passed away last October 23, 2010. It unknown at this point in
time if this special day will continue for us North Carolina Deafies.

A Florida Deaf community just observed Deaf Awareness Days in July and a
classmate in Florida mentioned to me that he remembers a few years back
when people decided to move away from May, Better Hearing and Speech
Month because it didn't really focus on Deaf issues and was too much aligned
with the Alex Graham Bell folks. And that it was correct that Deaf Awareness
Days varies from state to state.

During the last week of September, International Week of the Deaf is also
observed with Thursday or Friday designated as “International Day of Signed
Languages.

It is no secret that the Deaf people all over the world have been oppressed,
marginalized and under-represented.

Their signed languages in the past and in some places, today, have been
oppressed and forbidden for use in their education.



The observance occurs during the week noting the 21st anniversary of signing
into law of the Americans with Disabilities Act. More than 41 million people
across the nation have some level of disability (about 15 percent of the
population 5 and older). About 1 million adults report not being able to hear
conversations at all. Nearly 60 percent of people age 21 to 64 with difficulty
hearing have jobs.

Deaf Awareness Week has been around since 1951 to commemorate the first
meeting of the World Congress of the Deaf. However, deaf awareness weeks
were actually an international initiative, started by the World Federation of
the Deaf (WFD). During this week, both the WFD and the National Association
of the Deaf (NAD) encourage schools, businesses, and communities to educate
the public about deafness and the issues facing deaf people.

Whether it’s the psychological impact of being deaf, or the new technologies
being used for deaf people, this week is a way to share that with the outside
world. As I. King Jordon, the first deaf president of an American university,
said, “Deaf people can do anything except hear!”

Deaf people, for years, have been dealing with the pathological label, which
brands us as handicap or having a disability.

Even the words “Hearing Disabilities” and “Hearing Impaired” are considered
politically incorrect. A division of Disney park public relations is being scorned
for the use of those words.

The following paragraph is from one of their affiliate websites:
“International Deaf Awareness Week” is the last week of September &
Disneyland is celebrating its guests with hearing disabilities by spreading
awareness about the assistance they offer to guests".

A responder says: “I just wanted to comment that although Disney is trying to
support Deaf Awareness Week, they should stay away from this horrible term
“Hearing Disabilities”.”

"A deaf person is NOT disabled. They simply cannot hear. Many of my deaf
friends would take great offense at that term, as well as “hearing impaired.”
Both of those terms are considered politically incorrect. The correct term is
“Hard of Hearing” or simply “Deaf.”" - Jodi Upton

Deaf Awareness Week Objectives:
The purpose of Deaf Awareness Week is to educate communities about the
many issues the deaf population face during everyday life, as well as to honor
the history and culture of people who are deaf or hard-of-
hearing...specifically:



To differentiate between misconception and fact about deaf and hard of
hearing people and deaf culture.

To understand the differences in the attitudinal approaches to being deaf or
hard of hearing by the hearing public and by deaf or hard of hearing people
themselves.

To learn about types, degrees, and causes of hearing loss and other
audiological information.

To become familiar with terminology related to being deaf or hard of hearing.

To become familiar with sign language and other ways deaf and hard of hearing
people communicate.

To understand the functions of assistive devices used by people who are deaf or
hard of hearing.

To better understand an interpreter’s role.

To learn about the types of educational programs and support services that are
available to deaf and hard of hearing children.

To gain an understanding of the psychosocial aspects of being deaf or hard of
hearing.

To become familiar with the services and resources that are available to the
deaf and hard of hearing community.

To learn about communicating with deaf and hard of hearing people.

To have a better understanding of deaf culture.

To recognize that “Deaf People Can Do Anything Except Hear!”

To the Hearing Public:
Never underestimate how being Deaf can affect somebody's life. Just learning
the alphabet in sign language, or learning how to speak clearly, facing the
person you are speaking to, can make a huge difference. Being patient,
innovative and calm also helps.

If the Deaf person asks you to repeat what you just said, REPEAT word for word
what you just said, DO NOT change the words.



Please talk to a Deaf person in your normal voice. Don't exaggerate your
syllables, speak clearly and whatever you do, please do not shout.

Best of all please face a Deaf person when you are talking to them.

Lester Latkowski
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