
Are You Ready For A Data Emergency?

I'm talking about your paperwork....insurance papers, last will and testaments,
living wills, car titles, deeds to your house and/or land. Heaven forbid if your
house catches on fire, tornado, hurricane, flash floods.

In an emergency you are not going to have time collecting your vital paperwork.
Even worst if you depend on a wheelchair. Are your paperwork in a safe deposit
box? Maybe, maybe not. Are they safe there? Again, maybe, maybe not.

Just about everyone has a computer with a scanner. If you have a computer and
don't have a scanner, you probably know of someone who does.

Scan every important paper you have and copy them to a simple device that
you can always carry with you, a USB memory flash card, also known as USB
memory stick. Very cost effective at $7 for 8 gigabytes. More memory than you
will use. When you do buy a USB stick, be sure that it has a loop so you can
attach a neckband so you can wear it under your shirt for safekeeping.

Family pictures should already be burned to CDs/DVDs by now. If not, you can
always put them in, again, USB memory cards, They come in different colors and
if you searched hard enough, you can buy a case to put 6 USB flash cards in. 8
gb x 8 cards = 48 gigabytes, that's a lot of data.

If you can plug your phone to a computer, you sure can copy files to it, although
it's really not a good idea because thieves will steal a phone before they will steal
a USB stick. Besides, USB sticks are easier to conceal.

As a last resort, you can also burn the data on a CD or DVD although these discs
would be harder to carry around.

At the community fair in Raleigh, on June 9th, the NC Division of Services for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing had a table demonstrating the items you should have
on hand for emergencies. As a general rule, you need to set up a 3 day supply kit
for every member of the household. Bring all items you would need as if you
were camping, plastic or paper plates and cups, plastic forks and spoons. And a
hand operated can opener. Don't forget to add your medications as well as extra
water. Stay away from refrigerated items. You really don't want to worry about
getting a supply of ice. And don’t forget garbage bags, although you can always
bring extra plastic bags from the grocery store.

Don't forget batteries for your flashlights. Might as well throw in books and
magazines that you been meaning to read.

Chargers for your mobile phones are almost interchangeable with each other so
you really don’t need to bring all of them. But always check and make sure. Your



best bet is to be sure you have a 12 volt mobile charger and leave it in your car.

Please remember your pets! 3 day supplies, also. Don't forget their meds, if
needed. Stay away from wet foods, use dry food. Store the food in plastic ware,
gallon milk jugs. For cats, you should have a cat carrier, be sure to have a towel
or cloth with their master's smell inside. Add their toy. If they are unfamiliar with
the carrier or start crying, cover the carrier with a dark towel or blanket to calm
them down. Also, have an unused/cleaned/new kitty litter box and scooper. For
litter, nowadays, they come in plastic containers instead of a bag so you are
good to go there. And of course, double up the grocery store plastic bags for the
used litter. Dogs should already be trained to use a lease.

Can't think of anything else? Make a list, more items will come to mind, but keep
it simple. Do you know a Boy Scout? He can help. Use the internet to get more
ideas.

Footnote:
NC Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Director Jan Withers
offered the excellent data emergency suggestion after seeing a person in a
wheelchair with a USB flash card hanging around her neck. I've expanded this
important idea to make this an easy and very worth while project to save you
from headaches later. Believe me, you’ll be glad you did.

Tip: Now you know what to get for Christmas gifts this year! USB flash cards!


