
Conversations With Donna McCord Smolik

I have known Mrs. Smolik as Donna McCord for decades. Actually, I met her for
the first time through my brother, David, in the early seventies. I knew she was a
sister of Sam McCord and I enjoyed her keeping us “in the news” in her Charlotte
Area column in The Bugler. For several years, I have been trying to “reconnect”
with her for this conversation.

Donna was a full time student at NCSD and her last year was also her first year
as a college student at Gallaudet. At the end of her freshman year at Gallaudet,
she returned to NCSD to receive her diploma with her senior class.

When Donna finished Gallaudet, she had several jobs working with multi-
handicapped children as a house parent, mainstream teacher’s aide, group
manager teaching living skills for the handicapped and was a Dean of Students
for the adult program at the South Carolina School for the Deaf. She also worked
at the Montana School for the Deaf and after several years she missed home
and decided to move back to North Carolina.

Lester: I understand that you traveled around the country during college, what
states did you visit?
Donna: I would say around 38 states, mostly in the west. I traveled during the
summer time when I was a student at Gallaudet University. Through my friends
at Gallaudet, I had the opportunity to visit them in different states. One summer, I
attended the Outward Bound School in Ely, Minnesota. Your classmate, John
Smith, was one of our counselors. I had the most enriching experiences there.
Lester: Do you have any knowledge of the history of the school?
Donna: Oh, no, Sam would know more.
Lester: How long have you written for The Bugler and how did you get involved?
Donna: I have been writing for The Bugler for about 7 - 8 years. Mother was the
writer for a long time and then there was a gap of non-reporting for the Charlotte
area. After noticing there was no news for this area, I talked with the people of
The Bugler and I took over or "followed my mother's footsteps".
Lester: I see that you are involved with the Charlotte Deaf community....
Donna: Yes, I was involved for many years, about 15 years, even before FAED
became Charlotte Association of the Deaf.
Lester: REALLY?! I have been doing some research on FAED and would like to
ask you to help me with that and possibly be a co-writer with me
Donna: Sure.
Lester: Are you on any committee or officiating position?
Donna: Right now I'm the President of the association.
Lester: Congratulations on that! When I was trying to catch up with you on VP, I
had the opportunity to talk with Larry and found out that you were working at the
concession stand as a volunteer during the Panther games....
Donna: I volunteer my time at Panthers game, 5 of us work together. The money
goes to Charlotte Association of the Deaf.



Lester: Wow, that's really shows how dedicated you folks are! Tell us about your
husband, how you two meet and so forth.
Donna: Larry is originally from Billings, Montana and graduated from Montana
School for the Deaf and Blind in Great Falls. I actually met him at Gallaudet but
did not associate with him till years later. Dad took me to see a theatre play in
Winston-Salem, can't remember the name of the play but I do remember your
classmate, Richard Glover, was in that group theatre. I met Larry again, working
with the group theatre, and found he was a Counselor Assistant at Vocational
Rehab at Winston-Salem. As mentioned earlier, when I moved to SC School for
the Deaf, Larry moved with me and worked as a house parent with multi-
handicapped children and after a year we moved to Montana. When we moved
back to North Carolina, we worked in Winston-Salem, I as a teacher's aid and
Larry as a counselor.
Lester: Do you have any children?
Donna: Three, oldest is Ramon, Ricardo, deaf, and the third is a girl, Carmel,
hearing. And we have two dogs, a lab, Oreo, and a mixed poodle, ToTo.
Lester: What are your children doing now?
Donna: Ramon completed his tour in Iraq four years ago in the Army. Ricardo
graduated at the Model Secondary School for the Deaf (MSSD) which is located
on the campus of Gallaudet University. Carmel went to West Mecklenburg High
School and graduated last June. She is now a freshman at Gallaudet University
with Hearing Undergraduate program. Her goal is to be a social worker.
Lester: Were you and Sam close?
Donna: Sam and I got along well. I respected him for who he was. He was a
walking historian, when I had some questions, I asked him. Sam was 14 years
old when I was born. My parents called it a beautiful accident. Sam was
disappointed that I was a girl but when he found out that I was Deaf, he was so
thrilled. Sam always called me his baby sister. When I entered Rankin Hall, I
found out that many of the staff did not know ASL. I was very homesick for my
family and the Deaf community in Charlotte. Sam visited me once or twice a
week to comfort me and to read the letters that my mother and my sister,
Barbara wrote to me. Sam was in his senior year when I entered my first year at
NCSD.
Lester: Did you and Larry have any gatherings with Sam's family and your
parents?
Donna: Yes, Sam, Gerry and their son, Mark, were always with us for
Thanksgiving or Christmas with our parents as well as our sister, Barbara and
her 2 girls, Darien and Rachel. It was held at our house til the last 4 years we
went up to Sam's place to be together. He enjoyed eating the good food. During
the holiday Sam made his well known rum cakes.
Lester: Yes! His rum cakes were delicious. OK, before we move on, would you
mind telling us about deafness in your family?
Donna: Yes, deafness runs in our family. My mother's parents were Deaf and my
dad's parents were hearing. My sister, Barbara, was the middle child and the only
hearing person in the family. She graduated with BS in biology and science from
Women's College, now known as UNC Greensboro. She received her MA degree



from Appalachian State University, majoring in psychology. She had her own
office as a psychologist. Barbara passed away in January 2006 of ovarian
cancer. My nephew, Mark, is hearing. He graduated from Freedom High School
in Morganton. He is a licensed AC/Heating technician in Bessemer City.
Lester: When did your parents pass away, may I ask.
Donna: My father passed away in August of 1996 and Mom passed away 2
months later in October.
Lester: And now, the “Fun” questions: During your travels, what was your
favorite town or city?
Donna: San Francisco and one thing I did learn that in the summertime the
Pacific Ocean is colder than the Atlantic.
Lester: Who was your favorite teacher while you were at NCSD?
Donna: In high school, that would be Marylin Williams.
Lester: Which class was your favorite?
Donna: Creative writing, again with Marylin Williams.
Lester: What was your favorite event or social event at NCSD?
Donna: My favorite thing to do at NCSD was walking through the beautiful
pasture with cows roaming around with my friends. We could see the mountains
from there.
Lester: And what were your favorite memories at NCSD?
Donna: My fond memories at NCSD were with my friends in the dorm and
classmates. I felt like they were my sisters and brothers away from home.
Lester: What are your hobbies nowadays?
Donna: Walk the dogs, read, play jumble crosswords
Lester: Donna, I want to thank you for taking the time for this conversation and
thank you for keeping the readers of The Bugler up to date around the Charlotte
area. We all want to express our condolences for Sam’s passing and we wish
you and your family well.


